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this, the Board felt that the armed forces of the Zarmndars should be reduced
first and this would enable the Company to implement the permanent
assessment in the Sarkars. Besides this, the rigftts of the Zauimdars to their
Zamindaries should be abolished and the possessors brought to accustom
themselves to a different mode of living. So, the introduction of Permanent
Settlement in Northern Sarkars was put off for the time being.l6

Hence, the Board of Revenue considered a via-media in suggesting
the settlements for a term of 3 to 5 years and to restrain the Zamindars and
under-renters from oppressing the ryots. The Council felt that the Zamindars
could be able to pay two-thirds of gross revenue to the stare and one-third was
sufficient to meet their expenses.17 On the above terms, the Settlements nere
made with the Zaimndars and for fi&Havehes* the European Superintendents
were appointed for revenue administration.

But, the year 1786 witnessed a calamitous situation in the Northern
Sarkars. An unprecedented storm and inundation of the sea on the coast in
the month of May of that year caused considerable loss of life and property.
Westcott, a member of the Board was appointed to enquire into the actual
loss, who reported heavy loss in the Zamindaries of Peddapuram, Ramachan-
drapuram and Kota in Godavari Districts. But, the Board felt that these
Zamindars were not entitled to any remission of revenue in consequence of
such accidental losses as such contingencies were not included in the terms
and conditions of their tenure.18 But, they only extended the time for payment
of dues. Again in 1791, the area was under the grip of a famine and the whole
of the land was laid waste, but no record of losses of each Zamindar was
maintained. However, the Board had allowed one-fifth remission to the Zam-
indars. 19

Since the establishment of Board of Revenue which had employed
coercive measures to realise the dues from the Zamindars irrespective of the
natural calamities prevailing in the region, a steady increase in the annual
collections was made possible. But, the increase in the gross collections had
been quite nominal.

16  Appendices to the Estates Land Act Committee Report, 1871, Appendix II, p. 255.
17  Ibid.
18  GeneralReporttotheGovenrormCcomdlfi^
1787 as appended to the Report of ihe Estates Land Act Committee, Appendix IE, p. 23.
19   Ibid.: Appendix H, p. 257     * -               .....     __ ,